LHITED BYATES %ﬁﬁf%ﬁ%{}%&%&%?&& PROTECTION AGENCY

Chie ’f i— mwizw Officer
Pehble Limited Partnership
302 O Street, Suite 6l
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Diear My, Shively:

I vy Jetter of Mavch 15, 2011, requested that the Pebble Limited Pavtnership (PLP) ?mm baselineg
environmental data and ;szvw that you have collected on the Bristol Bay watershed. This data will
supplenent ouwr information and ¢ it us in our evaluation of the current conditions of fhe watershed. A
Lzmw &zm et wi gmcz&w fﬁ;ba, W zmm assessment we are ‘ii{f&ii%ﬁiéi@i‘.iﬁi&i Hoe z:im;:ngy v and weeurate. In
'-'%{E concerns t'}‘z:%%'

a,pg:sz eviate yous miimgm«ax %n u‘fﬁ}“}a‘i‘diﬁ wi@ s i i%m zmim apd are pﬁ m%&z ng the is*sEimxzzw
information about data priovities and date confidentiality.

Chur technival team has indicated that the data which would be of most assistanee o us s dala on
geovhemistry in the watershed, Owr second highest priority would be data related 10 abundance of
sabmon,

With regard to our ability to keep this data confidential, EPA iy constrained by the Freedom of
Efﬁiﬁ”ﬁ&fim _:?M ¥ 0 f% } Wit Ei h ?iz By zmmm z% can ;m? of Emm 3&1%}& fi inclosure, i;%;z@zmii /

such records are pm%::sfs‘;:é_@:f{i %} one {3% nine gam-vz‘ﬁ;mq,gm Zsamd in }*-O%,.%\ i seems i‘%}‘*{ ﬁw {'m}‘: e;-mfwmiéfm
that might apply o PLPs i ne eovironmental data and analysis is Exemption 4, which mms:m

“rrade seorets and commercial or Hnuncigd Information obtadned from a person [that 1s] privileged or
confidential” In order to protect the information, PLP will need o establish, among other things, that
refease of the information is likely to cause substantial harny to the competitive position of PLP, and that
the data would not be customartly released by PLP o the public under other clrownstances,

Hovou decide to assert g business confidentiadity clabin for mz‘t or ai? of the information vou submit to us,
PLE should consult BPA s repulations s 40 CLFL R Part 3, 5 et with those
regulations, PLE will want 1 attech to protected mformation at ‘i‘?ss& e it 1n submitted, a cover 6&%‘;{?{:?
stamped ov -i:y‘g}e:zs% fegend, or other suttable form of notice emploving language such as "trade seorgt”
‘”gzs’{}g?ezz‘ii::itzﬁz"v" oF mmgww ﬁ:i)i‘i‘.ﬁii&iﬁi"‘i’*’ﬁéﬁ " in‘i‘rm‘m&ziiim covered by ‘«»wyk g olaim will be disclosed by L
v vy o sesttares hin the Part 2 vegulations. o such
_ it miay b made aval

m

;,.v,

ilalde 1o the public
4 repulations carefilly befine
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gusarting
subieu

o business confidentishty clabm, sinee certain categories of iwdormation are not properly the
fauch a clatm,

it is important to note, however, that M}ﬁs Ems e mzz;iis‘gi ko an open and transparent | s with the
public and tribes, and that any data the s sessment will ikely become

gmi ety amziabia« 4% sur watersh cutside scientifio peer review, Therefore, 1t
15 | 1%@,& that any dats EPA mmwm W hm}x ﬁ D ot M ) for confidentiality under our
Hong ,,zmi the FOIA will et g leasable (o the public,

We would Hke to ]
gquestions you mi
FRATE Assocists
Lead for the By nm_z} Bay Watershed Ass

3 a,{ foy &:E‘m{im} ) dzs&m&mmx& un mm nm{taxr, i%_‘i:{:.%ai can
he reached at (20015583.8574,

Thank you tn advance for your couperation.

Sinceraly,

Dennis 1. MeLerran
Regonal Admirdstrator
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